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amused himself with the ladies, among whom he was known as
der schone Spanier. Professor Weber is not very explicit; was
it not a Madame Weber who was the object of passionate
adoration on the part of another Heidelberg student of the rime,
Henri-Frederic Amiel? The dovecotes of Heidelberg were con-
siderably fluttered to hear that the mysterious Spanish stranger
had been rewarded with the Grand Cross of Isabella the
Catholic.1

Sanz del Rio seems to have been the first Spaniard of modern
times to go abroad purely for purposes of study, "the first
Spanish professor pensioned in a foreign country since the time
of Philip If", and die first of a long line of Spanish students who
have done so since. The remarkable thing is that they have been
nearly all of them either his pupils, or pupils of his pupils.

In Paris he attended the lectures of Victor Cousin, the
philosopher of eclecticism. But they seem to have been wasted
on him, and he makes a curious remark:

Every day I regret more and more the influence which French
philosophy and French learning have exercised amongst us, for more
than half a century. What has it brought us, except laziness in
working for ourselves, false knowledge, and above all intellectual
dishonesty and petulant egoism?3

He moved to Brussels, where Ahrens was able to instruct him
further in the system of Krause; and there he writes, "In
Brussels, and in my relations with M. Ahrens, I realized the
difficulties of the (German) language, and particularly the
philosophical language ".3 Ahrens advised him to go to Heidel-
berg, where the philosophy of Krause was at that time most
seriously studied.

The University of Heidelberg was unlike anything he had
known in Spain.

You must not think (he wrote to Jose de la Revilk) that a Uni-
versity means, or is, the same filing in Germany as in Spain. Our
Universities are institutions where die teaching, formerly under the

1 Heidelberger Erinnentngen, 238.                       * Cartes infditas, 20.

3 Ibid. 10.
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